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British online gambling company

888 Holdings plc, formerly Virtual Holdings Limited, is

an international sports betting and gambling company. It owns brands such as 888casino,
888poker, 888sport, Mr Green, and William Hill. Business operations are led from its
headquarters in Gibraltar, alongside satellite offices in Bucharest, Ceuta, Leeds,

London, Malta, Sofia, and Tel Aviv. It is listed on the London Stock Exchange.

History

[ edit]

The business was founded in May 1997 by Israeli entrepreneurs Avi and Aaron

Shaked and Shay and Ron Ben-Yitzhak, two sets of brothers, as Virtual Holdings Limited.
The company's first website, Casino-on-Net was launched at that time, and the
administrative centre was established in Antigua. In 2002 Reef Club Casino and Pacific
Poker followed. In 2003 its administrative center was moved to Gibraltar.[3] It was

first listed on the London Stock Exchange in 2005.[4] Talk of listing began in

mid-2005, as other private online gambling companies began to make the move to public
ownership,[5] 888 Holdings owned several subsidiaries and brands, which it began to
bring under the singular "888" brand in early 2006.[6]

Until 2006, 888 Holdings

operated Pacific Poker in the US, before online gambling became illegal in that
country.[7] In late 2006 Ladbrokes and 888 announced merger discussions.[8] However, in
April 2007 the companies announced that due to recent changes of Tax laws in the UK and
fears of legal actions by the US government, both parties had amicably agreed not to
continue discussions.[9] In March 2007 888 announced its acquisition of Bingo business
of Globalcom Limited for up toR$43.4 million in cash.[10] In its first half-year, the
company's bingo business earnedR$14 million in revenues.[11]

888 overtook the 4th place

on the poker network list in April 2012 after almost having tripled their peak number

of players from July 2010 to February 2012.[12] In February, 2024, 888 Holdings
confirmed it is in "advanced talks" over a reported US$1.47 billion (£750 million)

takeover by William Hill. This prompted an 18 percent jump in its share price.[13] The
company operates under a gaming licence granted by the government of Gibraltar. Under
the terms of the gaming licence 888 owns and operates a number of gaming sites (both



for real money and educational sites). In 2014 888 Holdings turned down an offer to
acquire the company for 700 million pounds.[14] That year the company revenues began to
increase due to mobile customers on its websites, and the company's sites had 17.8
million paying users.[15]

In March 2024, 888 revealed that it had applied for a gaming

licence in Malta, due to uncertainty over the UK's exit from the European Union

(Brexit) on Gibraltar, a British Overseas Territory.[16]

On 2 May 2024, founder Shay

Ben-Yitzhak died in an ultralight plane crash near Yakum, Israel at age 52. His
11-year-old son sustained minor injuries.[17]

On 3 March 2024, 888 Holdings appointed

Lord Jonathan Mendelsohn as Chairman.[18]

In May 2024, 888 announced that shareholders

had approved the acquisition of international bookmakers William Hill. 888 said the
deal was scheduled to close in June 2024: the company will pay £1.95 billion: the
acquisition includes all of William Hill's UK assets. The deal marked 888 Holdings’

entry into the retail sports betting market with a network of over 1,400 betting shops

in the UK.[19]

In May 2024, 888 announced the launch of its Sports Illustrated

Sportsbook (SI Sportsbook) in Virginia. Following the launch of the SI Sportsbook in
Colorado, in September 2024, the company plans on expanding the brand in more states
within the year.[20]

Players in the United States [ edit ]

On 2 October 2006, 888

Holdings announced that it had indefinitely suspended business with US customers in
light of the passage of the Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act of 2006 by the
US Congress three days before.[21] On 14 August 2007, the US Department of Justice
asked to recoup all profits made by the company in the US.[22]

In 2024, as online

gambling began to return to the United States, four of the five legal gambling websites
were run by 888, including three in Delaware and one in Nevada.[23] The company had
first initiated its return to the US market in 2013, partnering with Avenue Capital

Group to form the first US online poker network.[24]

In 2024, 888 expanded its American

online poker business by becoming the sole owner of the All American Poker
Network.[25]

Controversies and penalties [ edit ]

Shares in 888 Holdings fell by 8%

after the company revealed it was under investigation by the Gambling Commission (UKGC)
in May 2024.[26] The company was fined a record £7.8 million in August 2024 after more
than 7,000 customers were allowed to retain access to their betting accounts even after
they decided to ban themselves.[27][28] Self-excluded players were allowed to place
bets for 13 months before 888 Holdings was fined.[29]

In March 2024 888 UK Ltd was

fined £9.4 million by the UK Gambling Commission following an investigation which
uncovered anti-money laundering (AML) and social responsibility failings.[30]

Brands [

edit |

888casino [ edit ]

888casino is an online gambling site operated by 888

Holdings.[31] It was founded in 1997 and is based in Gibraltar. It is one of the

Internet's oldest casinos.[32] In 2013 it became the first exclusively online casino to

be licensed in the United States.[33]



888poker [ edit |

888poker is 888's online poker

room, launched in July 2002.[34]

888sport [ edit ]

888sport is 888's sports betting

brand. The online bookmaker was launched in March 2008.[35] The site offers both horse
track betting and sports betting, in addition to access to 888 Holdings' other sites.

Sports leagues on which bets can be placed include those of Europe, North America, and
elsewhere. This includes live betting, where bets can be placed on in-game action, in
addition to pre-game bets. The brand is the title sponsor for the 888Sport Tingle Creek
Chase,[36] in addition to the 888Sport Magnolia Stakes.[37] In 2010 888sport became the
title sponsor of the Fontwell Park Racecourse, renaming it the 888sport Grand

Stand.[38] 888sport also works in social media surrounding sporting events,

distributing content to its followers form other content sources,[39] and has held

online sports video competitions.[40] In March 2024, 888 Holdings paid £15 million for
Dublin-based Dedsert Ltd, which provided the sportsbook platform for UK-licensed
bookmaker BetBright. 888 CEO lItai Pazner said the acquisition "gives us the missing
piece in our proprietary and technology portfolio".[41]

William Hill [ edit ]

888 has

owned international bookmakers William Hill since June 2024.[19]

Bingo brands [ edit

]

888 Holdings owns and operates several different online bingo sites. They offer

90-ball and 75-ball bingo games, along with online slot machine games, progressive
jackpots, and scratchcards. The games all run on a no download required basis and have
an emphasis on community and chat rooms. In December 2009, 888 purchased brands
including Wink Bingo, Posh Bingo, Tasty Bingo, and RedBus Bingo from Daub.[42][43][44]
888ladies is 888's online bingo room. The bingo site was launched in February 2008

after 888 acquired online bingo company Globalcom. 888ladies offers 75-ball, 90-ball

and 5-line bingo games as well as instant games, casino games and scratchcards.[45] In
January 2013, 888ladies launched a mobile app for iOS devices, and later for Android
devices.[46] The site is known for running frequent competitions.[47]

Wink Bingo

launched in 2008 and is the biggest site in the Joy of Bingo network and the second
largest 888 bingo site. 888's acquisition of the site was followed by a TV ad campaign
that included projecting the Wink Bingo logo onto the Houses of Parliament.[48] Wink
Bingo also runs frequent promotions and competitions. In January 2014, Wink launched
The Breakfast Club competition, asking readers to photograph their meals and upload
them to the Wink Bingo Facebook page for the chance to win ASDA vouchers. The
competition received news coverage in Hello! Magazine[49] and Reading Chronicle.[50]
Posh Bingo launched in September 2006 and underwent a major redesign in March 2012. The
site has a fashion theme. Tasty Bingo launched in March 2010 and is themed around food.
RedBus Bingo launched in April 2010 and has a London theme. Bingo Street launched in
July 2011, and is based on a typical UK street, with rooms titled 'Bingo Supermarket'

and 'Bingo Hall'.[51]

Big Brother Bingo launched in January 2012 and is based on the

reality television show Big Brother[52] on Channel 5.[53] There are also standard cash
prizes and polls on the housemates.[52]

888bingo is the second online bingo site by

888, after 888ladies. It was formally launched in December 2009. It offers a selection

of games including 75-ball and 90-ball bingo, team bingo, slots, instant games, video
poker, and table games. 888's Facebook app Bingo Appy launched in December 2012.[54]



offering bingo, casino and slots games via Facebook. It is now the only bingo app on
Facebook to permit users to bet and win real money,[55] with Bingo Friendzy's
withdrawal.[56] The app offers 75-ball and 90-ball bingo, instant games, scratchcards
and freebie rooms. 888 had initially provided a 'freemium' or play-for-fun service on
Facebook before the introduction of Bingo Appy.[57]

Sports lllustrated Sportsbook and

Casino [ edit ]

Sports illustrated Sportsbook is a brand that combines 888 and Sports

illustrated and offers players sports betting offerings. The company combines sports
offerings from 888 in addition to sports data from Sports illustrated and is currently
live in the U.S. states of Colorado, Michigan, and Virginia. On February 9, 2024, SI
Sportsbook launched its casino product in Michigan, marking the official expansion of
the sports book product into the casino space [58]

Senior management and financial [

edit |

Gigi Levy served as Chief Executive until 2011, he was paid an annual salary
0fR$841,000 and an annual bonus 0ofR$1,007,000 in 2010.[59]

In March 2012, Brian

Mattingley was appointed as Chief Executive of 888 Holdings.[60] In 2024 Mattingley
left the position of CEO to assume the position of executive chairman of the board for
888 Holdings.[61]

On 24 January 2024, 888 Holdings elevated Chief Operating Officer

Itai Pazner, a 17-year company veteran, to Chief Executive Officer, replacing Itai
Frieberger, who replaced Mattingley as CEO in 2024.[62]

It was announced in January

2024 that Pazner would be removed from his role as CEO.[63]

See also [ edit

]

References [ edit ]
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Segunda-feira

O sucesso da série de TV Baby Reindeer ¢é atribuida betboo lye ol grande parte a Jessica
Gunning, que com betboo lye ol performance brilhante como Martha, a seguidora de Richard
Gadd, salva um roteiro mastigado e autocomplacente com seu desempenho impressionante.
Quando Gunning desaparece, na metade da série, ficamos efetivamente aprisionados betboo lUye
ol um quarto com um homem fazendo mas piadas deStand up). Nas Ultimas semanas, a
cobertura do sucesso da série - que € n. 1 no Reino Unido e n. 4 nos EUA no Netflix - foi
acompanhada por comentéarios sobre a ética da corrida para descobrir as pessoas reais betboo
Uye ol quem a série de sete partes se baseia.

Essa busca resultou, esta semana, no espetaculo de Piers Morgan promovendo uma entrevista
betboo Uye ol seu canal do YouTube com a "real" Martha, uma mulher que, se a série for
verdadeira, € uma pessoa gravemente doente. A coisa certa teria sido ndo assistir. No entanto,
eu assisti, durante os primeiros cinco minutos, para ver como a suposta realidade se saiu betboo
Uye ol comparacdo com a série - previsivelmente, como se viu. Enquanto Gunning imbuia Martha
de patetismo e significado, a entrevista foi apenas entediante, exploratéria e triste.

N&o culpo Gadd por isso - culpo ele por escrever uma série que cai de um penhasco trés
episodios depois — ou pelo rastro de historia de assédio sexual da série que levou a outras
especulacdes soltas. A maioria dos escritores venderia suas avos mais velhas a risca se
houvesse material promissor nisso, ou material fino e esticavel, ou material plano que com
massagem suficiente possa ser Util para algo, ou qualquer material. Gadd fez o que teve que
fazer e parabéns a ele.

Mais amplamente, 0os meus sentimentos sobre a TV esta semana sédo de que deveriamos nos
afastar do Baby Reindeer, reconhecer que os primeiros dois episodios da terceira temporada do
Hacks séo tdo ruins que Jean Smart parece envergonhada de estar 14; e afirmar ao registro que
os dois melhores programas disponiveis para streaming agora sdo Tokyo Vice (HBO Max) e
Shgun (Hulu).

Terca-feira

Os moradores do lado leste de Manhattan devem lidar, a cada ano, com a interrupcdo do Met
Gala, que fecha ruas e enrola o transito. Nos anos anteriores, a recompensa por esta
perturbacao era ver as estrelas passing pela alfombra vermelha. Mais recentemente, uma tenda
branca foi erguida na calgada fora do Metropolitan Museum, de modo que os civis ndo podem ver
as celebridades e, mais importante, as celebridades néo tém que olhar para as formas menos
bonitas dos civis uivantes.

A razao oficial para isso, assume-se, € seguranga, mas o resultado esta betboo Uye ol sintonia
com o tom umedecido do evento inteiro, que, cada ano, gera ansiedade social suficiente para
afundar ao menos um participante. Assistimos a Cara Delevingne dancar pela palavra "peg the
patriarchy" acidentalmente impressa betboo Uye ol seu peito e a Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
desfrutando de uma noite de R$75.000 (56.000 libras esterlinas) enquanto nos instrui sobre a
riqueza.

Este ano, nao houve politica na Met Gala, presume-se, porque Nova York esta tdo envolta
betboo Uye ol conflitos politicos que Hollywood manteve distancia de betboo lye ol faixa. Em vez
disso, o papel de palhacgo foi desempenhado por Kim Kardashian, que nos agradou mostrando-se
betboo tye ol um corset tdo apertado que ela parecia uma bola de gas com uma dobradica no
meio.

David Cameron: 'Eu também fiquei surpreso quando a porta se abriu para mim.'



Quarta-feira

Quem quer se juntar ao Garrick? O clube, fundado betboo Uye ol 1831, esta semana votou, apos
uma grande confusédo publica, para aceitar mulheres no clube. (Se a ponta de balanca foi Sting
ameacando renunciar betboo Gye ol membresia - ou se 0 episddio levou o cantor a refletir sobre
por que ele se tornou membro betboo Uye ol primeiro lugar - provavelmente nunca saberemos).

A pergunta é se as mulheres querem se juntar? Assim como o Palécio de Buckingham ou o
Dorchester Hotel, imagina-se o Garrick como um pesadelo decorado com renda com um menu
terrivel onde nenhuma das comidas estd bem temperada. Os membros masculinos, no entanto,
parecem ter uma ideia muito particular do tipo de mulher que estédo atras, com membros relatando
anonimamente ao New York Times que tém betboo Uye ol mente, por exemplo, "a atriz Judi
Dench". Boa sorte, rapazes.

Quinta-feira

Voltando as manchetes da empresa menos amada do pais, a Fujitsu, que esteve envolvida
betboo Uye ol atrasos de aeroporto esta semana durante uma falha na tecnologia de portdes
eletdnicos nos controles de fronteira. Os passageiros no Gatwick e no Heathrow foram mantidos
betboo Uye ol filas longas até as primeiras horas devido a um suposto desligamento da Internet
que impediu os portdes elet
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