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TOPSHOT - A man passes by a mural depicting Argentine football stars Lionel Messi (L) and late
Diego Maradona (R) in the eve of Qatar 2024 World Cup final football match between Argentina
and France in Buenos Aires, on December 16, 2024. (Photo by Luis ROBAYO / AFP) (Photo by
LUIS ROBAYO/AFP via Getty Images)

DOHA, Qatar — The Lionel Messi-Diego Maradona debate has never been all that rational. It has
reappeared ahead of Sunday’s 2024 World Cup final, with Messi one step away from clearing the
hurdle that Maradona memorably did in 1986. And if the debate were a rational one, the current
framing would be this: Messi could settle it once and for all with a win over France, because, for
now, for at least one more day, a World Cup title is the lone accolade that Maradona had and
Messi still doesn't.

In every single other category, the comparisons are borderline absurd. Messi could finish his
career with three times as many goals as Maradona and four times as many trophies. Some of
those gulfs are products of era and opportunity, but Messi has essentially replicated Maradona’s
fleeting peak and sustained it over 15 stunning years. He is peerless.

Yet there are fans, especially older Argentines, who will argue that Messi won't — and can't —
ever match their original soccer God.

Because the debate has always been influenced by who Maradona was and who Messi is, and
what they represent, not solely by what they've done.

Maradona was a son of the barrios, a kid from Argentina’s suffocating slums who outran poverty
toward greatness. He was flawed, terribly flawed, and struggled with a drug addiction that
ultimately derailed his career — but millions of Argentines identified with the struggle. When he
won it, temporarily, and lifted his countrymen with him to World Cup glory, they deified him.

By the time Messi arrived on their television screens in the early 2000s, Maradona was an
unmovable legend. Messi, meanwhile, was an unknowable kid who left behind a lower-middle-
class existence in Argentina for greener pastures in Spain at age 13. Whereas Maradona was
brash and brutally charming, Messi was introverted, clean-cut and unemotional. He was almost
alien, and no matter how hard he tried to maintain connections to his Rosario roots, the only way
he could prove to Argentines that he was one of them was to win something for them.

And for years, he couldn’t.

For the first decade of his international career, Messi underperformed for his national team. His
failures have been overstated — he has, after all, broken just about every Argentina goalscoring
record, and almost tripled Maradona’s total — and many weren’t primarily his fault. The Argentine



soccer federation was a mess; his coaches (including Maradona) were incompetent; his teams
were incoherent. But none of that mattered to Maradona in ‘86; he dragged a sub-elite team to a
title. Messi, consumed by public pressure to do likewise, often wilted on similar stages.

Close up of a set of twins wearing shirts featuring Argentina’s Lionel Messi and Diego Maradona
before the FIFA World Cup Semi-Final match at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, Qatar. Picture date:
Tuesday December 13, 2024. (Photo by Mike Egerton/PA Images via Getty Images)

And there was Maradona, still a prominent figure in Argentine soccer, ready to pounce and
punctuate widespread Messi criticism.

"We shouldn't deify Messi any longer,"” Maradona said in 2024. "He's a great player but he's not a
leader. It's useless trying to make a leader out of a man who goes to the toilet 20 times before a
game."

All the while, though, Messi did things at Barcelona, at the highest level of club soccer, that
mortals could never dream of. He won the Ballon d’Or — his first of seven and counting — by the
widest-ever margin at age 22. He scored 91 goals in a calendar year (Maradona never scored
more than 60). He won Champions Leagues (Maradona never won the European Cup). He scored
and assisted at ridiculous rates, from multiple positions, in multiple competitions, with a rotating
cast of characters around him, with dizzying darts and superb technique and dashes of brilliance,
from his teenage years to the present.

"Messi is Maradona every day. For the last five years, Messi has been the Maradona of the
[1986] World Cup,” Jorge Valdano, who won that World Cup alongside Maradona, said in 2013.
And he’s been, at worst, almost as good over the nine years since.

“Messi is at the level of the best Maradona,” César Menotti, who managed Argentina to the 1978
World Cup title, said in 2014.

Messi is, to most rational analysts, the best soccer player ever — the most talented, and the most
accomplished. Both the eye test and numbers leave little room for doubt.

But he will never have the primacy effect that Maradona did.

He will never score an infamously devious goal and a “Goal of the Century” to win a World Cup
guarterfinal against a nation, England, who’d recently defeated Argentina in a disastrous war.

He will never forge such an intimate relationship with his people. There is a reason that
Maradona’s face shows up more frequently than Messi’s on flags and banners that Argentine
supporters have brought here to Qatar. There is a reason that “Diego” appears three times in the
anthem that has become Argentina’s unofficial 2024 World Cup soundtrack.

“From the sky we can see him,” fans sing, “along with Don Diego and La Tota [Maradona’s
parents], rooting for Lionel.”

Messi’'s 2024 run has captivated Argentina in its own right. Together with last year's Copa America
— which Maradona never won — it has turned most Argentine skepticism into undying love. And
if it ends in a World Cup title, it will crystalize Messi as the greatest of all time, the GOAT.

But still, for some, it won’t put him on par with Maradona. Nothing can.

This article contains affilate links; if you click such a link and make a purchase, we may earn a
commission.
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bet365: Lembre-se, j0 uso excessivo pode resultar em aport
bet restricbes de conta!

A popularidade de apostas esportivas online tem crescido exponencialmente nos ultimos anos,
gracas a sites como o bet365. Site este que é bem conhecido pelos seus servigos de alta
gualidade e para muitos outros fatores também. No entanto, uma vez que esta bem no topo da
cadeia alimentar do mercado de aposta, desportivas online, tanto quanto o que € legal ganhar...

- 0S seus ganhos regulares sé&o consistentes;



- ganhou muito;
- existem suspeitas de briga-lo.

Neste artigo, abordaremos brevemente a prisdo subita das contas realizadas por visitantes do site
bet365, por que isso esta acontecendo e o que isso implica.

Ganhar troppo potrebbe provocare restrictions dell'account

Ganhar demais, infelizmente, resultara em aport bet suas contas sendo Bloqueadas e, as vezes,
permenece permanentemente (normalmente em aport bet casos de profissionais que ganham
sempre, acima de tudo!). Por isso, analisemos a implicancia desse tipo de medidas tomadas por
veiculos solidos como o bet365...

Pessoas que frequentemente levam a boasorteem suas/nos jogos/apostas sao perigosas para 0s
sites de apostas on-line, porque elas implicam em aport bet muito mais que habitos saudaveis e
estaveis para aport bet organizacdo para cumprir.

Observe:

O porqué disso ser tdo drastico e assim esta relacionado a propria sobrevivéncia do site de
apostas online em aport bet questdo - manten-lo em aport bet funcionamento e rentavel.

Regras & Condicdes - Bet365

Mesmo que todas astransferéncias bancariasfeitas por vocé enquanto faz aport bet aposta
sejam confiaveis porque otermo es e condicdesdabet365regulamentam, em aport bet teoria...

- todos os seus fundos sero imediatamente devolvido e eles sempre sdo mantidos em aport bet
contas bancérias diferentes.
...entdo fica por conta habitos dos usuarios individuais mantidos.

aport bet

No mundo do poker, palavras como "bet" e "obet" sdo frequentemente ouvidas nas mesas de
jogo. Esses termos tém relacdo com as aposta e aport bet origem mérito uma explicacdo mais
aprofundada.

aport bet

Bet € um termo usado no presente e também no passado. Isso ocorre devido a particularidade da
lingua inglesa, em aport bet que a palavra mantém o mesmo formulario nas duas formas verbais.

O termo "donk bet": ajogada do 'burro’

O termo "donk bet", as vezes traduzido como "aposta de burro”, teve origem no jogo de poquer.
Inicialmente, esta jogada era associada a um jogador inexperiente, ou um "burro”.

No entanto, com o passar do tempo, a donk bet passou a ser vista como uma jogada estratégica.
Ela pode ser usada para proteger a aport bet mao, aumentar o valor do pote, enganar ou
desestabilizar os oponentes.

Por que € importante entender esses termos?

No cenario brasileiro, ter um conhecimento solido dos termos € primordial para qualquer
entusiasta de poquer. Compreender suas implicacdes pode fazer uma grande diferenca no jogo


https://help.bet365.com/terms-and-conditions
https://help.bet365.com/terms-and-conditions
https://help.bet365.com/terms-and-conditions

de poker, ajudando vocé a desenvolver melhores estratégias, a lidar com as apostas e a se
comunicar com outros jogadores.

pobeda casino

3. aport bet :palpites para os jogos de hoje

(Xinhua/Yue Yuewei)

Beijing, 26 jun (Xinhua) -- Chen Wenging um alto funcionario do Partido Comunista da
China(PCCh), reuniu com uma delegacao dos juizes que se submetem a paises africanos aport
bet Pequim na tercafeira.

Obra de Estudo Politico do Comité Central, disse que os ultimos anos e ideias chinesas a direitos
humanos para todos juntos um desenvolvimento coletivo a medida aport bet relacdo ao plano
central da economia chinesa no dominio publico chinés.

que disse quem a China esta pronto para trabalho com uma Africa Para implementar os
consensos alcancgado los soldados, ter um fundo troca de pontos da vista sobre as relacdes entre
o Brasil e Portugal particularmente no qual diz respeito a cooperacao judiciaria.

Os membros da delegacao disseram que promocao o intercambio e aprendizado mutuo aport bet
pressuposto de justica entre uma Africa, um pais do Sul.
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